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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 



Niel F. STARKSEN 



Application No.: 10/656,797 



Confirmation No. : 7 1 0 1 



Filed: September 4, 2003 



Art Unit: 3732 



For: DEVICES AND METHODS FOR CARDIAC Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
ANNULUS STABALIZATION AND 
TREATMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant's imdersigned attorney has recently assumed responsibility for prosecuting the 
above-referenced application. Upon review of the file history, Applicants noticed that the 
Preliminary Amendment, submitted on November 18, 2004, added three new claims (including one 
new independent claim), and did not indicate that the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office should 
deduct the appropriate fees due in connection with the filing of these additional claims. A copy of 
this Preliminary Amendment is attached herewith. 
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In the event that the Office has not deducted these fees, the Applicant hereby expressly 
grants the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office permission to charge the cost of amending the 
application to include these new claims and/or any other fees due in connection with the Preliminary 
Amendment to Deposit Account No. 03-1952, referencing docket no. 578492001500 . However, the 
Commissioner is not authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account. 

Dated: April 13, 2005 RespectfiiUy submitted, 



By_ 
Rick Shoop 

Registration No.: 45,763 
MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP 
755 Page Mill Road 
Palo Alto, California 94304-1018 
(650) 813-5804 



enclosure (1): Copy of Preliminary Amendment filed November 18, 2004 
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